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Workshop: New Directions in the History of East Asian Science, 9th January 2025  

On 9th January 2025, the NRI hosted a workshop sponsored by the D. Kim Foundation for the History of Science 
& Technology in East Asia under the title ‘New Directions in the History of East Asia Science’.  This event, in 
the NRI’s K. P. Tin Hall, brought together eight early career scholars who presented their recent research, and 
four senior scholars, who were invited to chair four sessions and to offer comments on the presented papers. The 
event was attended by members of the  D. Kim Foundation Board together with scholars from the NRI and the 
University (photo above).  Topics covered included: Physical research and the redefinition of superstition in Re-
publican China; Wartime technological adaptation in the paper industry; Women, migration and Health in the 
Japanese Empire; China and the expanded programme of immunization; Cross-cultural knowledge in the late 
C16th Western Pacific Rim; Spatial transitions in C17th Korean quarantine practices; Translating science beyond 
the East-West divide in Tokugawa Japan; Chinese mathematics and European mathematical bibliography in the 
early 20th century, and Geopolitics and transnational oceanography in East Asia, 1985-2005.  The workshop was 
followed by a most convivial dinner in Caius College, generously hosted by the D. Kim Foundation. 

During 24th-28th September, the Director and Librari-
an travelled to Quanzhou city in Fujian province to at-
tend the 11th Conference on the Beginning of the Use 
of Metals and Alloys (BUMA XI). They took this op-
portunity to visit the Quanzhou Maritime Museum and 
to establish a new academic link with researchers work-
ing in the Museum. They are most grateful to Lin Han 
(Director), Duan Yanfei, Chen Shaofeng and Zhang 
Enqiang for their warm welcome and hospitality and 
also for their generous donation of their recent academ-
ic publications to our Institute. 
Photo: (l-r) Duan Yanfei, Chen Shaofeng, Shi Yunhua, John 
Moffett, Lin Han (Director), Mei Jianjun, Zhang Enqiang 

Director and Librarian’s visit to the Maritime Museum in Quanzhou 



 

 

 

  

On 4th April 2025, we had the pleasure of wel-
coming a delegation from Sun Yat-sen Univer-
sity (SYSU) , led by their Vice-President Xie 
Shi. A meeting was arranged to give our fellow-
ship holders and and visiting scholars the op-
portunity to interact with the delegation. Profes-
sor Xie indicated that his University would like 
to strengthen academic links with academic in-
stitutions in the UK  and the NRI was delighted 
to welcome their visit. 
Photo:  Vice-President Xie Shi and Colleagues 

 

 

 

Visit of a delegation from the  
Sun Yat-sen University 

We were delighted to welcome Professor Chen Chun-I, President 
and Ms Amber Yu, Program Officer of the Chiang Ching-kuo 
Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange. They were re-
ceived by the Director and a meeting took place with Professor Sir 
Geoffrey Lloyd, Professor Mary Brazelton, the Librarian and the 
Archivist. Professor Chen and Ms. Yu were impressed by our ar-
chival collection and ongoing project on Dr. Lu Gwei-Djen’s ar-
chives. The Librarian also took the opportunity to thank them pro-
fusely for a very generous 3-year grant in 1992 from the Founda-
tion to enhance the library’s Chinese book collection. He ex-
plained that this was when he had just taken up his post here, and 
was at a time when very few new books were being added to the 
collection due to financial constraints. The grant had enabled him 

to revitalise the collection, bringing it up to date with the flood of new publications coming out of China, to the 
delight of the scholars coming here to do their research.  Ms. Yu subsequently wrote: The visit is truly meaningful 
for us. Through Mr. Moffett and Dr. Grooms’ detailed introduction to the NRI's collections and archives, we 
gained a more personal and profound understanding of its work. Recognizing that the Foundation’s grant played 
a vital role in NRI’s work at a pivotal moment, we feel deeply honored to have been part of its journey’. 

 

 

 
                      
 
 

New Lloyd-Dan David Research Fellow 

In September 2025 we 
were delighted to wel-
come Dr. Yumi Suzuki, 
who arrived to take up 
the Lloyd-Dan David 
Research Fellowship for 
the period 2025-2028.  
Dr. Suzuki, who joins us 
from the Institute of Phi-
losophy,  University of 
Bern, will be working on 
the comparative study of 
science and civilization 
in the Ancient World. 

 

On 10th May 2025, we were pleased to welcome the visit of 
Mr. Chen Jiachang, Vice-Minister of the Ministry of Science 
and Technology of China, Mr. Ding Xueqing, Minister-
Counselor of Science and Technology, Chinese Embassy in the 
UK and colleagues. It was nice to see that Mr. Chen and his 
delegation were interested to learn about the Institute’s ongoing 
archival and fellowship programmes.                       
Photo:  Vice-Minister Mr. Chen Jiaching and his delegation 

Visit of a delegation from the Ministry of   
Science and Technology of China 

Ho Peng Yoke Fellowship Fund  
 

We record with immense gratitude the gener-
osity of former visitors, scholars, friends and 
supporters who over the past year have con-
tributed to the Fellowship Fund established 
in the name of our former Director Professor 
Ho Peng Yoke. Personal donations were re-
ceived from Haijing Li and her family and 
also from Shuanglin Chen. Donations for 
group visits were received from the following 
organisations: Linkbridge; Xinya; Smiling 
Miles; Varsity Academy.   

 

Visit from the Chiang-Ching-kuo Foundation (CCKF) on 8th April 2025 



 

 

 

 

 

Scholars working at the NRI in 2025 

Dr. Arthur Harris, Lloyd-Dan David Research Fellow; Dr. Jenny Jingyi Zhao, ISF (HK) Senior Research Fellow; 
Chen Zhiyu, PhD student, HPS, University of Cambridge; Dr. Liu Jie, visiting scholar, Shanxi University; Dr. 
Lewis Bremner, SYK Fellow, University of Cambridge; Dr. Jiang Pei, Jing Brand Fellow (Tianyoude), Univ. of 
Cambridge; Dr. Xu Bin, CSC Scholar, The Palace Museum; Dr. Zhang Lu, CSC Scholar, Sichuan University; Dr. 
Ji Chen, HPY Fellow, Univ. of Science and Technology of China; Dr. Lu Jingjing, Li Foundation Fellow (EA), 
Peking University; Dr. Pan Weilin, Jing Brand Fellow, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences; Professor Yin 
Yafang, CSC Fellow, Chinese Academy of Forestry; Dr. Li Yuqi, Li Foundation Fellow (EA), Nankai University; 
Prof. Wang Guangchao, Li Foundation Fellow (EA), Univ. of CAS; Dr. Zhang Xue, Li Foundation Fellow (USA), 
Reed College; Dr. Gao Shanshan, visiting scholar, City University HK; Professor Li Wenxue, SBFT Fellow, 
Southwest University; Dr. Yumi Suzuki, LDD Fellow; Professor Dan Mao, CSC Scholar, Shanghai Jiaotong Uni-
versity; Dr. Jianwei Zhang, SBFT Fellow, Tianjin Normal University; Professor Yao Wang, Jing Brand Fellow, 
CASS; Dr. John Donegan-Cross, HPY Fellow; Dr. Oliver Hargrave, Jing Brand Fellow; Professor Lydia Liu, Li 
Foundation Fellow (USA), Columbia Univ; Dr. Qian Chen, Li Foundation Fellow (EA), Shandong Univ. of TCM; 
Dr. Chun Xu, Jing Brand Fellow, China Centrum Tübingen; Dr. Zihua Tang, Li Foundation Fellow (EA), CAS; Dr. 
Sally Church, Scholar in Residence, Professor Catherine Jami (CNRS, Paris); Professor Christopher Cullen, Direc-
tor Emeritus. 

 

  

 

From 1—18 July 2025 
we welcomed ten stu-
dents from the Interna-
tional Schools Founda-
tion (ISF) in Hong 
Kong for their annual 
summer school research 
programme on Chinese 
civilisation. The pro-
gramme was supported 
by several members of 
ISF staff, including Dr. 
Malcolm Pritchard, and 
Dr. Oliver Kraemer, 
who joined a number of 
sessions. As in previous 
years, the students pur-
sued a wide range of 

topics, including the Grand Canal, ginseng, nineteenth-century 
publishing history, and the construction of the Western-style pal-
aces at Yuanmingyuan. Alongside their individual projects, they 
interacted with NRI scholars and staff, discussing their research 
questions and learning about academic research practices. The 
programme also included a guided tour of Cambridge and a visit 
to the Whipple Museum of the History of Science. As part of their 
community project, the students assisted with the cataloguing of 
the NRI inventory and, with the guidance of the Librarian and Ar-
chivist, explored and documented a fascinating range of historical 
artefacts. The programme was supervised by Dr. Jenny Zhao, with 
assistance from Dr. Flavia Fang, and gave the students a hands-on 
glimpse of how research is done in a real academic setting.  

Visit from the ISF Academy Hong Kong 

 

Regular informal meetings are held on Wednesday mornings during Term,  at which scholars who are based at the 
Institute are invited to give informal presentations on their academic background and research work, to introduce 
their topic to colleagues.  This provides a useful framework for scholars to exchange knowledge about materials 
and resources held in collections in Cambridge and elsewhere in the UK, and also helps them to place their own 
work within the broader historical and regional context. 

Scholars’ Meetings at the NRI 

 



 

 

 

Library and Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donation of a complete set of  "Song Dynasty Painting Collection" 

 

In September 2025, the Librarian took his first 
trip back to China since 2019, visiting scholars 
and institutions in Beijing, Jingdezhen, Nan-
ning and Quanzhou and buying over 400 vol-
umes for the library.  Throughout 2025 we 
also made rapid progress with the Chiang 
Ching-Kuo Foundation project to catalogue 

the archives of Dr. Lu Gwei-Djen. The ar-

chive catalogue, which will be fully searcha-
ble online, is due for completion in July 2026. 
A full report on the outcomes of the project 
and how to access the archive will be provided 
in our 2026 Newsletter.  We are very grateful 
indeed to our volunteers, Sarah Stanton, Ash-
ley Fox-Wiltshire and Fu Ge Yang for all their 
hard work and support. We are also most 
grateful to the many scholars who have made 
donations of their works to the library. Your 
support is essential in making our collection 
the unique resource that it is! 

Photo: Lu Gwei-Djen project volunteers Ashley Fox-Wiltshire and Fu Ge 

Yang hard at work with the Archivist, Ros Grooms in the Engine Room at 

the NRI. 

On 14th March 2025, we were very pleased to receive the most gener-
ous donation of a complete set of the "Song Dynasty Painting Collec-
tion" from Zhejiang University. A ceremony was held in our K P Tin 
Hall to mark this occasion which attracted more than forty people,    

including distinguished guests from Chi-
na. This donation symbolises the contin-
uation of the long-standing academic 
relationship between Zhejiang University 
and the  Needham Research Institute. 

 

 

The Institute’s Friday afternoon seminar series once 
again offered a rich and varied programme, beginning 
on 24th January with Pan, zhuan, you, chan - Speed 
and Manners of Turning in Transmitted Martial Arts by 
Shan Wu.  They continued with Consuming Modernity 
in Summer: The Localization of American Cold Re-
freshments in Modern China (1912-1965) by Haoran 
Ni, Western Science in the Qing Palace: Investigating 
Some French Instruments and Books by Catherine Jami 
and on 14th February, our Emeritus Director Christo-
pher Cullen gave a talk on Sites of Science in the 17th 
Century Imperial Palace in Beijing.  The series continued with Reexamining the Independence of Regional Bronze 
Production with Case Studies of Shang and Zhou Bronzes in Early China  by Jingjing Lu (Pictured above right), 
Building a Digital Toolkit: Font Design, OCR and Fragment Reassembly for Shang Dynasty Oracle Bones by 
Peichao Qin.  On 7th March, Weilin Pan from the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences presented on Recycling 
Paper in Wartime China: Materials, Technologies and Social Mobilization, which was followed the following 
week by a talk from Pei Jiang on Millet Worlds: Exploring Forgotten Crops for a Resilient Future. The Term con-
cluded with a text-reading seminar led by Andrea Bréard of the Friedrich-Alexander-Universität Erlangen-

Nürnberg on Decoding “實如法而一”. 

 

NRI Seminar Programme Lent Term 2025 

 

  


